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CHARLIE PARKER TRIBUTE KICKS OFF "JAZZ ON THE CIRCLE" 

Jazz comes home to Cleveland’s University Circle when the sounds of Slide 
Hampton & the JazzMasters fill Gartner Auditorium at the Cleveland Museum of Art. 
Slide Hampton’s tribute to legendary bebop alto saxophonist Charlie "Bird" Parker, on 
Friday, October 6, at 8 pm, is the inaugural concert of the new "Jazz on the Circle" series 
at the museum and Severance Hall. This star-studded kick-off, called "Big Band Bird," 
features the first large-ensemble arrangements of Parker’s music, and is a 75th birthday 
salute to him. A free talk by Carl Woidek-saxophonist, former Clevelander, and author 
of the forthcoming book Charlie Parker: A Musical Companion - precedes the concert at 
7 pm. Tickets for "Big Band Bird" are $22, $19, and $16, and are available through the 
Severance Hall Box Office at 231-1111 ($2 discount for members of the museum, the 
Northeast Ohio Jazz Society, and WCPN-FM). 

Called "one of jazz’s best big bands" by the New York Times’ Peter Watrous, Slide 
Hampton and the JazzMasters garnered rave reviews from northeast Ohio critics as well 
for a 1993 Tri-C JazzFest headliner performance at the Palace Theatre. The 
JazzMasters’ "Jazz on the Circle" appearance is part of a fifty-stop 1995-96 national tour. 
Playing with trombonist Slide Hampton in the upcoming concert are: Jimmy Owens, Mike 
Ponella, and Diego Urcola on trumpets; Robin Eubanks and Avi Leibo on trombones; 
Douglas Furviance on trombone and tuba; Bobby Lavell, Jerome Richardson, and David 
Sanchez on saxophones; David Hazeltine, piano; Michael Bowie, bass; and Dennis 
Mackrel, drums. 

Tour musical director and principal arranger Slide Hampton, 62, is a master 
performer and jazz composer and has been a presence in jazz since the 1950s, sharing the 
bandstand with such luminaries as Art Blakey, Dexter Gordon, Barry Harris, Max Roach, 
and Dizzy Gillespie. For his critically acclaimed "To Diz With Love" tribute in 1993, he 
worked with Gillespie, and subsequently in honor of the late trumpeter after his death, 
leading the 12- to 14-piece JazzMasters in performances throughout the world. 

His "Dedicated To Diz" recording (Telarc) is from a session at New York’s Village 
Vanguard. A recording featuring Parker’s work is about to be released. 


Charlie Parker, known to most by the nickname "Bird," was born in 1920 in Kansas. He 
first gained fame in 1939 as a member of Kansas City native Jay McShann’s orchestra. When he 
headed to New York, he became a fixture on a thriving 52nd Street jazz scene. In a post- World 
War II climate, Parker worked closely with Dizzy Gillespie as well as pianists Thelonious Monk 
and Bud Powell, drummers Kenny Clarke and Max Roach and a host of other innovators, 
creating, fostering and popularizing "bebop." The style became a guidepost and proving ground 
for then-young players Sonny Rollins, Miles Davis, and John Coltrane, and a plethora of up-and- 
coming greats. By the time Parker died tragically at the age of 34 in 1955, his stature in the 
music world had reached the mythic proportions it retains four decades later. That "Bird" is 
almost always remembered as working in small groups-mainly quintets-adds to the intrigue of 
Hampton’s big-band approach. 

The second "Jazz on the Circle" concert is also in Gartner Auditorium: Abdullah Ibrahim 
and "Ekaya," Saturday, November 18, at 8 pm. Subscription packages beginning at $105 remain 
available for the entire eight-concert "Jazz on the Circle" series until October 6. 

"Jazz on the Circle" is a collaboration between the Cleveland Museum of Art, the Musical 
Arts Association, the Northeast Ohio Jazz Society, and Tri-C JazzFest. Major funding for the 
collaboration is being provided by the Kulas Foundation, the John P. Murphy Foundation, the 
George Gund Foundation, and the Cleveland Foundation. WCPN 90.3 FM, Cleveland Public 
Radio, is providing broadcast and promotional support. Major funding for the Northeast Ohio 
Jazz Society is provided by the Lila Wallace-Reader’s Digest National Jazz Network (a program 

of the New England Foundation for the Arts in cooperation with Arts Midwest). 

* * * 

The concert will include selections from the following repertoire (title, composer, arranger): 

Overture, Charlie Parker/Slide Hampton, Slide Hampton 

Anthropology, Charlie Parker, Slide Hampton 

Lover Man, Ram Ramirez, Slide Hampton 

Embraceable You, Cole Porter, Slide Hampton 

Aleucha, Charlie Parker, Michael Philip Mossman 

Moose the Mooche, Charlie Parker, Michael Philip Mossman 

Yardbird Suite, Charlie Parker, Jimmy Heath 

Confirmation, Charlie Parker, Steve Turre 

Scrapple from the Apple, Charlie Parker, Robin Eubanks 

Billie’s Bounce, Charlie Parker, Bobby Lavell 

My Little Suede Shoes, Charlie Parker, Bobby Lavell 

Charlie Parker Will Be Remembered, Charlie Parker/Jimmy Owens, Jimmy Owens 
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Free Preconcert Lecture by Parker biographer Carl Woidek I 
Charlie Parker: Student of Jazz, 7:00-7:45 pm 1 

Jazz on the Circle is a four-way collaboration among the I 
Cleveland Museum of Art, the Musical Arts Association, the I 
Northeast Ohio Jazz Society, and Tri-C Jazzfest to bring I 
major artists to the art museum and Severance Hall. For I 
tickets ($22, $19, and $16) and subscription information, I 
call the Severance Hall box office at 231-1 1 1 1 . Parking I 
in art museum lots is $2 after 5:00 pm. / 
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